Peggy Bailey McClain

When Peggy Bailey McClain was interviewed for Our
Town North Canton, she shared that she “loved seeing how
everything works together in the [school] district.” Her bird’s
eye view as Director of Curriculum gave her plenty of
opportunity to watch and participate in that happening.

Peggy was born as the middle of three daughters to
Charles L. and Faye Bailey. She grew up in the small town
of Three Springs in South-Central Pennsylvania. She
enjoyed small town life and was an avid reader. She began
playing the trumpet in 4" grade and has continued
throughout her lifetime. She graduated at the top of her class
at Southern Huntington County High School in 1965. After
high school, she attended Shippensburg State College and
graduated in the fall of 1968 with a degree in elementary

education.



Peggy met her husband, Myron, in middle school and
they dated throughout high school and college. They married
in December of 1968. Peggy began her teaching career
during the 1968-69 school year with a class of 34 third
graders in Three Springs. When Myron graduated from Penn
State and got a job at Goodyear, the couple moved to North
Canton, and Peggy began teaching 2" grade at Greentown
School. She continued there until 1973 when she and Myron
began their young family.

After taking time with her three children, Peggy returned
to education in 1985. She had completed her Masters’
degree in Supervision with an emphasis on gifted education
because of her own gifted children. Later, she earned her
Assistant Superintendent certification. She was hired as the
first full-time gifted education teacher in North Canton’s
Guided Independent Study Program (also known as GISP)

in 1985.



In 1989, Peggy became the supervisor of the gifted
program at North Canton. During her tenure, she brought
many innovations. She expanded the gifted program to
include middle school students in the Discover program, she
introduced Camp Invention under the auspices of the
National Invention Center, and she expanded summer
school enrichment opportunities. Additionally, she helped to
found the Federal Academic Challenge League at the high
school level and began the Stark County Middle School
Academic Challenge Program.

In 1993, Peggy became North Canton’s Director of
Curriculum. She was the district’s test coordinator during a
period of time when mandatory school testing was
increasing. She oversaw the professional development
programs for all of the school staff, participated in
interviewing and hiring, and worked with homeschool
families. Peggy was instrumental in forming the Portage

Collaborative Montessori School — a public school option for



four local districts which was originally housed in North
Canton. She wrote grants to help underperforming gifted
students and to start the American Sign Language program
at Hoover. She earned a large grant from the Ohio
Department of Education for the North Canton’s Local
Professional Development Committee because of its
exemplary work.

Peggy has been honored for her achievements. She
was selected to participate in the Classroom of the Future
Curriculum Writing Program with Ashland University. In
1997, she received the Leadership in Education Award from
the McKinley chapter of Phi Delta Kappa. She earned the
Education Endowment Fund Outstanding Contribution to
Excellence in Education Award in 2001. When she ended
her career at North Canton in 2009, the Education
Endowment Fund named the special $2000 yearly grant

“The Peggy McClain NCEE Big Idea Grant.”



Peggy and Myron have recently moved to Dublin,
Ohio. While in North Canton, they attended The North
Canton Chapel where Peggy served on two building
committees, taught Sunday School, was a member of the
strategic planning committee, headed the meal ministry
program, served on the Women’s Ministry Planning
Committee, and was a member of the church choir and
orchestra. She is currently active at Grace Polaris Church in
Worthington, Ohio. She maintains a connection to North
Canton as a member of the Flo Rankin Memorial
Scholarship Committee.

In her free time, Peggy enjoys quilting, sewing and
embroidery. She is still an avid reader. She enjoys playing
games, doing puzzles, and baking with anyone who will join
her. She hosts a Grandma Camp Week for her three
grandchildren. Peggy and Myron’s daughter Amanda, her
husband Chuck and their two children live in Columbus.

Their son Matthew lives in Brooklyn, New York, with wife



Christina and son Finn, and their youngest son Andrew and
his significant other Kelsey also live in Brooklyn.

Peggy Bailey McClain’s enthusiastic efforts in serving
the children of our community are a tribute to her character.
It is with great satisfaction that the North Canton Alumni

Association welcomes her into its Hall of Distinction.



