
Gary W. Coen 

 Whether it is at an emergency, a drill, or an inspection, 

you have probably seen the white-haired Gary W. Coen in 

the vicinity – taking care of North Canton’s residents with 

deliberate and professional care. 

 Gary was born in Steubenville, Ohio, in April of 1959 as 

the third of four children, with 2 brothers and a sister. His 

father was in the National Guard – based out of Akron-

Canton Airport but traveled extensively with his job in the 

military – so his mom had the primary role in raising the 

children. His family moved to North Canton in 1964 one 

week before school started, and he became a kindergartener 

at Portage School. He attended Portage through 7th grade; in 

fact, his class was the first to be at Portage as a purely 7th 

grade building. He fondly remembers past Hall of Distinction 

inductee, Mr. Nutt, as a favorite teacher who sparked his 

interest in history. He participated in choir throughout high 



school. His class was also the first to attend classes at the 

North Campus on 7th Street. He took small engine classes 

with Mr. Minetti who helped grow his interest in mechanics. 

 After graduating from high school in 1977, Gary began 

working as a technician at Willis Pontiac. He was cross-

trained by the seasoned mechanics in the shop. He learned 

automotive painting at White Engines and, in 1985, he 

began work as a mechanic at Ewing Chevrolet. He was an 

eager learner who took advantage of the training offered 

him. He remained at Ewing Chevrolet until 1998. 

 After high school, Gary had applied at the North Canton 

Fire Department, but at the time it was difficult to join. In 

1986, when Dale Hargrove became chief, Gary and his 

brother Bob were asked to join as volunteers.  

 Gary was always an eager learner and took advantage 

of any opportunity to improve his fire-fighting skills. He took 

basic firefighting and first responder classes in 1986 and 

1987. In 1989, he took National Fire Academy classes and 



Stark State Fire Safety Inspector classes on weekends. In 

the early 1990s, he finished Firefighter 2 classes, began 

attending the annual Northern Ohio Arson Conferences, and 

earned his EMT card as a member of Stark County’s first 

national registry class. He became a CPR instructor in 1996. 

His training continued to include Basic and Advanced Fire 

Investigation, Building Construction, Confined Space 

training, Underground Storage Tank Inspection, 

Pyrotechnics, Thermal Imaging Cameras, and Car Seat 

Installation. In 1998, he became the second ever full-time 

employee at the North Canton Fire Department as a fire 

inspector. His devotion to learning had given him all the 

requirements he needed. He was promoted to Captain in 

2003. 

 Gary has a passion to educate the public about fire 

safety and has used his skills to support the community of 

North Canton. He is an honorary lifetime member of the 

North Canton Jaycees and worked with them on the annual 



fair and July 4th fireworks. He also coordinated the Jaycees 

Safety Town classes each year. He brought car seat checks 

to the North Canton Fire Department. He manages fire 

safety drills at Walsh University and all of the North Canton 

schools. He worked with the Chamber of Commerce and 

was even responsible for getting Santa to the annual 

Christmas Tree Lighting. 

 Gary was active outside of North Canton as well. He 

co-chaired the Ohio Firefighters Conference when Stark 

County hosted it in 1999. He was on the committee in 1997 

to purchase the Stark County Fire Safety Trailer that was 

used at schools throughout the county, and he co-chaired 

the Stark County Regional Fire School. He participated in 

the annual EMS Week kick-off breakfast, the Fire Prevention 

breakfast, and the Stark County Firefighters Association 

County Memorial Service for 34 years. 

 Gary has been honored for his service. He was North 

Canton Firefighter of the year in 2000 and the Stark County 



Firefighter of the year in 2006. He has been honored by the 

Jaycees, the Orange Crush booster club, and even a 

Principal’s Award from fellow inductee, Benny Griffiths. Most 

recently, he received the Dave DeMeo Award at the Fire 

Prevention breakfast in 2024. 

 Gary was raised at Northminster Presbyterian Church 

but has excellent relationships with all of North Canton’s 

churches because of his role as fire inspector. He lives with 

his girlfriend, Kim George, and enjoys having his siblings in 

town with him. 

Gary has hobbies outside of firefighting. He is a 

member of the NorthEastern Ohio Camaro Club and has 2 

1969 Camaros. He is a member of the National Hot Rod 

Association and has been drag racing locally and divisionally 

since 1977. Gary was Track Champion at Magnolia Drag 

Strip in 2008. Additionally, he has purchased two former 

North Canton fire trucks to restore. 



The devotion that Gary Coen has for his hometown is 

evident in how he has spent his life. It is with much esteem 

that the North Canton Alumni Association welcomes Gary W. 

Coen.  


