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Hall Of Distinction Class of 2024

     If you ask a former student of 
Charles (Hop) Collier which his-
torical figure he feels most strongly 
about, you will get one of two 
answers. That’s because he scorns 
Aaron Burr almost as much as he 
admires Alexander Hamilton.
     Hop was born in Norwich, New 
York, in 1949, and grew up in Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio. He is the second of 
nine children who are a tight knit 
family. At St. Vincent de Paul High  
School, Hop was a three-sport 

     At Hoover, Hop again taught 
a wide variety of social studies 
classes. He began the Advanced 
Placement program - APAH - and 
loved it. He even went to Louis-
ville, Kentucky, to grade the exam 
for the College Board. In addi-
tion to his teaching duties, Hop 
coached basketball until 1992, 
was the advisor of the Mock Trial 
program which sent 10 teams to 
State Competition, coordinated 
voter registration for the first time 
voters at the high school, was the 
department chair for social stud-
ies, and advised the senior class. 
He and several colleagues formed 
a teacher-band called Mr. Pickle in 
which he sang and played guitar. 
He retired from Hoover in 2013.
     Hop has been busy outside of 
school as well. He has served at 
the State level on the American 
History Content Advisory Com-
mittee for the Ohio Department 
of Education. He was selected 
to participate in four Summer 
Teacher Institutes sponsored by 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities at various historic 
sites. Hop served on the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors at 
Walsh University including one 
year as president. He is a member 
of the North Canton Heritage So-
ciety and served for over 15 years 
on its board. He started the Little 
Vikes youth basketball program in 
North Canton.He has been the PA 
announcer for Walsh football and 
basketball games – he still enjoys 
announcing 

(story continued on page 2)

letterman who earned All-Ohio 
honors in basketball for two years. 
He graduated in 1967.
     Hop came to North Canton to 
attend Walsh College. He was a 
basketball MVP at Walsh for two 
years. While he knew he wanted to 
be a teacher, he didn’t decide to be 
a history teacher until a professor 
sparked his interest in the subject. 
He was named Outstanding Stu-
dent of History when he graduated 
from Walsh in 1971. After gradu-
ation, Hop worked on his Master’s 
degree in History at Akron where 
he had received a graduate teach-
ing assistantship.
     Hop began his teaching ca-
reer at St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School, where he taught a wide 
variety of social studies classes. 
He coached boy’s basketball while 
there - 8 years as the head coach - 
and was named Coach of the Year 
by the Youngstown Diocese in the 
1982-83 season. In 1986 he left St. 
Thomas to come to Hoover High School.

2024 Hall of Distinction Inductees:  (Left to Right) Dr. Alexander Michael, Doug Froelich, Grace 
Ellen Stewart, and Charles “Hop” Collier.

Charles (Hop) Collier
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Douglas A. FroelichWalsh’s men’s and women’s basket-
ball – and was the football PA
announcer at both St. Thomas 
and Hoover. He has even been an 
umpire for the Hoover Sweepers 
baseball team.
     Hop has been honored for the 
work that he has done. In 1983, 
he was in the first induction class 
of the Walsh University Athletic 
Wall of Fame. He was later named 
one of the Top 50 Men’s Basketball 
players of all time at Walsh. In
1990, he was named Outstand-
ing History Teacher by the Ohio 
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution. He received the Liberty 
Bell award from the Stark County 
Bar Association in 1995. He’s been 
nominated as Teacher of the Year 
by the Canton Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, WHBC, and the
North Canton Education Endow-
ment Committee. He was named 
Walsh University Outstanding 
Alumnus in 2004. He received the 
Stark County Academy of Trial 
Lawyers’ Angel of Justice Award in 
2007. Over the course of his career 
at Hoover, over 30 students select-
ed him as their Honored Educator.
Hop is married to Cindy – a fellow
educator he calls Mrs. Lucky. 
Though their son Clark has passed 
away, they enjoy spending time 
with their grandson, Collin. Hop 
enjoys music, playing guitar, play-
ing golf, reading, traveling,
and researching his family history. 
He is an avid sports fan. Hop at-
tends St. Paul’s Catholic Church in 
North Canton.

     Doug Froelich was one of the 
first members of Hoover’s
audio-visual club. Advisor Ted 
Hall describes Doug as extremely 
dedicated and service-oriented. 
It seems those are characteristics 
Doug continues to demonstrate.
     Doug was born in Canton, 
Ohio, and lived his early years 
there. He moved to North Canton 
in 1979 and began attending North 
Canton Schools. He was a member 
of the yearbook staff, the audio-
visual department and the speech
and debate team. He worked with 
the athletic department to film 
home and away basketball games. 
This was particularly exciting the 
year that Hoover competed in the 
state competition. Doug graduated 
from Hoover in 1987.
     After high school, Doug went 
to Kent State University where he 
graduated with a Bachelor’s degree 
in comprehensive communications 
in December of 1994. He
worked at the North Canton Sun 
newspaper while attending
college and served as a photogra-
pher, writer, graphic designer, and 
sports editor. He also did an in-
ternship at the Hoover Company’s 
public relations department.
After graduating, Doug worked at 
East Canton High School where he 
taught English, speech, and theater
courses. He also worked as the 
speech and debate coach.

In 1997, Doug took his talents to 
Green Local Schools. There he has 
taught language arts and speech 
courses. He was the National 
Honor Society co-advisor and has 
worked as part of the Top Ten Honors 
Banquet committee, speech and-
debate coach, senior class advisor, 
department chairperson,
and on various leadership teams. 
Additionally, Doug taught
speech courses and College Credit 
Plus courses for the University of 
Akron from 2000 to 2005. In 2000, 
he earned his Master’s Degree in 
Secondary Education Administration.
In addition to his work as an edu-
cator, Doug has been very active in 
the Hall of Fame Festival. He 
has served on several committees 
including the Balloon Classic, 
Security and Logistics, the Concert 
and Fireworks, Hospitality, the 
Concert for Legends, and the 
Enshrinement Committee. In 2017 
and 2018, Doug was the Festival 
General Vice-Chairman and, in 
2019, he was the General Chairman. 
Doug developed and maintained 
the Festival’s first Facebook page
and has produced content for it 
and other social media platforms. 
He was the Official Festival 
Videographer from 2016 to 2018. 
He has been a volunteer at the Hall 
of Fame Museum since 2012 and 
has accumulated more than 700
volunteer hours.
     Doug has been active in other 
areas of the community as well. 
He was the North Canton Alumni 
Association president, edited its 
newsletter, and secured the initial
funding for the William DiGregorio 
Memorial Scholarship.
Doug helped plan and host the first 
all-class reunion. He has worked 



     During the high school football 
playoff season in 1986, quarterback 
Joe Dalpra broke his thumb. When 
Coach Glass took his player to the 
team doctor’s home, Dr. Alexander
Michael bought a football so he 
could mold the thumb cast around 
it. Joe was able to play in the play-
off game at the Rubber Bowl that 
week – in large part because of the 

Alexander Michael, M.D.

on the Light Up Downtown Can-
ton committee and served as its 
chair for 4 years. He has been on 
the North Canton Memorial Day 
Parade committee and served as
chairman for 2 years. He has also 
worked on the North Canton 
Chautauqua Days, Taste of Canton, 
and Vintage Canton committees.
     Doug has been honored for his 
work. He’s been selected as a Green 
High School Honors Banquet hon-
ored educator. He was the Green 
Local School District Teacher of
the Year in 2016. He was elected to 
both the Stark County and Sum-
mit County All-County Teaching 
Teams during the 2015 to 2016 
school year.
     Doug enjoys researching and 
writing about football. He has 
published 4 books about football 
and the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
He enjoys watching the Ohio State 
Buckeyes and Pittsburgh Steelers. 
He loves photography and has had
images appear in local and state 
publications. He is an avid reader.
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to create casts, padding, and braces 
that would help the players – both 
boys and girls in various sports – 
heal and play through the season 
and post season. Even though he is
a Jackson graduate, he rooted 
for North Canton quietly during 
games.
     While Al worked at Belden Village 
Orthopaedics, he established a free 
Walk-In Clinic on Saturday mornings
to evaluate and treat players injured 
during Friday night games and 
practices during the week. In 1988, 
Al became a founding partner 
of Omni Orthopaedics where he 
worked until his retirement in 
2013. In 2014, he began doing 
private Orthopaedic consulting in 
Florida and Ohio and, in 2016, Al
founded Orthoclinic Consultants. 
Al had hospital appointments at 
both Aultman Hospital and Mercy 
Medical Center from 1984 to 2013.
     In addition to his work, Al has 
been active in the community. He 
was the team doctor for the indoor
professional soccer team, the Can-
ton Invaders, from 1984 to 1988. 
He was a member of the Joint Ad-
visory Committee on Sports Medi-
cine and was an assistant clinical 
professor of Orthopaedic Surgery 
at the Northeast Ohio University
College of Medicine – now 
NEOMED – from 1995 to 2013.
He sponsors -- and has been the 
starter for -- the annual NFL Hall 
of Fame Run.
     Al has been honored for his 
work. In 2003, he received the 
Ohio Outstanding Team Physician 
Award which requires 20 years of 
service, as well as a nomination 
and approval process. In 1988, he 
became a Fellow of the American
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons 
and the American College of Sur-
geons. He was a 1986 Diplomat at 
the American Board of Orthopaedic 
Surgery. He was published in the 
May 1988 issue of Clinical 

efforts of Dr. Michael.
     Al was born in Canton, Ohio, 
in March of 1948. He was raised 
with his 4 brothers in Stark County 
where he attended Avondale and 
Whipple Elementary Schools and 
Jackson High School. He met his 
wife, Nancy, in the 6th grade and
they began dating their sophomore 
year. At Jackson, Al lettered in 
baseball, basketball, and football 
before graduating in 1966. He 
worked in construction for his 
father until 1968 when he joined 
the Navy, worked as an Aviation 
Electronics Radar technician, and 
received an honorable discharge.
     Though he continued to work 
for Al Michael Construction, Al 
used the G.I. Bill to attend the 
University of Akron where he 
graduated Cum Laude with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1975. 
Al moved his wife and daughters 
to New Orleans while he attended 
Tulane Medical School. He gradu-
ated in 1979 with his Medical 
Degree and passed the Ohio State 
Board exam to be a licensed M.D. 
in Ohio. Al and Nancy returned 
home with their three children – 
the girls attended North Canton 
schools. Al did his internship and 
residency in Akron’s General and 
Children’s hospitals with a focus 
on Orthopaedics. He was Chief 
Resident in 1984.
     That same year, Dick Gross, one 
of the football coaches at Hoover 
and a family friend, asked Al to 
become a team physician on the 
sideline during football games. His
first season in the capacity, the 
Vikings went to the Division 1 
State Championship game in Ohio 
Stadium. Al would spend the next 
30 years on the sideline with Dr. 
Dave Schumaker and Jay Bishop 
– both Hall of Distinction induct-
ees – keeping the team healthy. 
He worked with Coach Ed Glass, 
Coach Don Hertler, Jr., and others 
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     According to a family friend, 
Robert Smiley was “a man of in-
credible intellect, enormous 
generosity…, a great story teller, 
[and] a patriot.”
     Bob was born on March 14, 1925, 
in Canton, Ohio. He spent all of his 
school years in North Canton and 
graduated from NoCaHi in 1943. 
During his senior year, he earned a 
$4000 scholarship, but 
instead went into the U.S. Army. 
He fought in Europe under General 
Patton and was in the unit that 
liberated Dachau Concentration 
Camp.
     When he returned from the war, 
Bob began attending Case Institute 
of Technology in Cleveland. While 
there, he met and married Jane 
Cadden of Canton. He received a
Bachelor of Science in Industrial 
Chemistry. After graduating, he 
and Jane moved to Lafayette, Indiana,
where he entered graduate school 
at Purdue University and earned his
Ph.D. in organic chemistry in 1954.     

Orthopaedics and Related Research 
regarding his study of the Medial 
Meniscus of the Knee.
     Al and his wife Nancy have 4 
children – Kim, Carie, Alec, and 
Dan – and 12 grandchildren. Al 
enjoys golf and spending time with 
his grandchildren.

     Bob went to work for the 
DuPont chemical company in 
Wilmington, Delaware. He worked 
there for 37 years, first as a research 
chemist and eventually as a Research 
Fellow. After his retirement in 
1990, Bob became an independent
consultant in general industrial 
chemistry. He was especially 
interested in organic pesticides and 
worked from his home to invent 
several which are still available for 
sale.
     Bob has earned 35 U. S. patents 
for everything from high-energy 
rocket propellants to organic pes-
ticides. He co-authored the book 
Chemistry and the Chemical Industry:
A Practical Guide for Non-Chemists
as well as 2 encyclopedia articles 
and 13 scientific papers.
     Bob was a scoutmaster for 15 
years during which time he was 
awarded the District Award of 
Merit by the Boy Scouts of America 
and the St. George Emblem for 
Scouting from the Catholic Dio-
cese of Wilmington, Delaware.
In 2018, Bob became a social media 
sensation. He was walking at the 
Concord Mall – his usual practice 
– and sat for a rest on a bench. The 
Concord Mall Santa noticed his
World War II veterans’ hat and knelt 
down in front of him to convey 
his appreciation. A nearby woman 
took their picture and posted it 
online, and Bob eventually told his 
story on Good Morning America. 
He and Santa spread a great deal of
Christmas joy that year.
     Bob and Jane had 10 children. 
All 10 are college graduates and 
have a combined 9 Masters degrees 
and 1Ph.D. They had 26 grand-
children and several great-grand-
children. Jane passed away in 2015 
after struggling with dementia. 
Bob passed away in August of 2021 
at the age of 96. According to his 
obituary, “he died a contented
and happy man.”

Robert Smiley

Grace Ellen Stewart

     After a bride’s big day, there was 
often little to do with her wedding 
dress except box it up – possibly 
never to be unboxed again. In 
2019, Grace Ellen Stewart and her
mother, Lorraine, began a company 
that transforms a bride’s wedding 
dress into usable garments like 
bridal robes or christening gowns 
for the bride’s family. Today, Unbox 
the Dress employs a team of 25 
operating out of a 12,000 square 
foot facility.
     Grace was born as Grace Ellen 
Rojek in Canton, Ohio, in 1990. 
She enjoyed time with her mother, 
Lorraine Stewart, and grandparents, 
Jack and Lea Stewart. In honor of 
her relationship with them, she has 
legally changed her name to
Stewart to honor them. Grace’s 
childhood was full of adventure 
and creativity. She danced at Avon-
dale Dance Center, learned piano, 
swam with the Arrowhead swim 
team, and played with her older 
sister, Kate, and younger brothers,
Andrew and Daniel.
     Grace moved to North Canton 
when she was in the 4th grade. 
During her years in North Canton, 
she participated in theater and 
choir, was Vice President of the 
National Honor Society, and par-
ticularly enjoyed performing in 



allows a bride to wear a version of 
her mother’s wedding dress as she 
dresses for her own day. Grace has 
successfully raised over $1.4 mil-
lion in venture funding. She and 
her mother are proud of having 
a product that is sustainable and 
helps keeps textiles out of landfills. 
The company makes donations
to local art nonprofits and Beautiful 
America.
     Grace lives in North Carolina 
where she enjoys exploring the 
beaches and mountains with 
friends and her dog, Molly. She 
has a close relationship with her 
siblings, nephews, and some of her 
North Canton classmates.
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the flag line with the marching
band. She participated in the 
speech team and qualified for the 
2009 National Tournament in 
Original Oratory. She graduated 
from Hoover in 2009.
     Grace attended Northwestern 
University. She minored in film 
and media, earned a certificate in 
integrated marketing, and graduated
in 2013 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Communication Studies. 
While at Northwestern, she par-
ticipated in the Alpha Phi sorority 
and continued her public speaking 
career. She qualified for national
tournaments in several categories 
and won 5th place in After Dinner
Speaking at the NFA National 
Championship Tournament in 
2012. She won Northwestern 
University’s Mary Peterson Gilbert
Prize for excellence in public 
speaking in 2013.
     Grace worked briefly for Enter-
tainment Cruises where she led the 
content marketing strategy for sev-
eral national dinner cruise brands 
including Odyssey and Spirit 
Cruises. After health challenges 
brought her home to Ohio in 2016, 
she and her mother discovered 
several preserved wedding gowns 
that had belonged to women in 
her family. They started to imagine 
the company that would become 
Unbox the Dress. In 2019, Grace 
participated in the FlashStarts
accelerator program out of Cleveland
to obtain the funds that would allow
them to start the company. In 
2020, Lorraine and Grace decided 
to relocate the business to North
Carolina’s garment district. They 
were awarded a $50,000 grant from 
NC Idea to make the move and 
open their first studio.
     Within 18 months, the company 
needed to expand their facilities. 
They have doubled in size every 
year thanks in large part to their 
Signature Bridal Robe which 

Knockin’ It Out of the Park!

“A home run!  Our Hoover Vikings baseball teams enjoyed their upgraded 
turf field and had a fantastic season!  Not only did the team have fewer 
rainouts, but the facilities are in high demand! The field was rented out every 
day June 1 - July 26. Thanks to fundraising efforts and private donors 
for investing in not just a beautiful facility for our teams, but also a great 
source of income for the district.”

Did You Know?
The North Canton Alumni 
Association has gone social! 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram to stay up-to-date 
on the latest news around North 
Canton City Schools. Stay connected 
with classmates and learn how our 
Association is making an impact in 
the community, Give us a ‘follow’ 
or a ‘like.’ We appreciate your 
support as we grow our online 
presence!

Left: The Hoover Hi-Lo’s singing 
ensemble perform at the Class of 
2024 Hall of Distinction Induction 
Ceremony.
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Years of Service: 1956-1986
     For over three decades, Mary 
Jordan dedicated her life to educa-
tion as a third grade teacher.
     Employed by the school district 
from 1956 to 1986, Mary shaped 
the minds of countless young
learners and created lasting 
memories along the way.
     In retirement, Mary has embraced 
a life filled with adventure, service, 
and relaxation. Her retirement years
have been marked by an impressive 
array of activities:
• Travel: For six consecutive years, 
Mary explored the vibrant culture 
and landscapes of Argentina, 
enriching her life with global 
experiences.
• Community Engagement: Mary 
helped to build three churches, 
demonstrating a continued com-
mitment to community.
• Family Visits: Regular trips to 
visit her sister in California and 
connections with friends and 
relatives in Indiana and Pennsylvania 
highlight the importance of family 
bonds.
• Volunteering: As a Board of 
Trustees member at the Haven of 
Rest for 43 years, Mary has played 
a crucial role in supporting a 
shelter for the homeless, showcasing
a deep dedication to helping others.
• Personal Interests: With a passion 
for reading and a keen interest in 

North Canton Alumni Association Annual Fundraiser
Please consider renewing your membership or joining as a life member.  
Donations are also appreciated.  Thanks again for your continued support.

Name ___________________________________  Class Year ______

Address _________________________________________________

City ________________________ State ________  Zip ___________

Membership Renewal __________    New Member _______________

            Annual ($15 per year)             Lifetime membership ($100)

Additional Donation _______
            We also accept donations in memory of deceased classmates or 
friends, etc. and those donations will be acknowledged in future newslet-
ters.  Please make membership checks out to North Canton Alumni 
Association, P.O. Box 2534, North Canton, OH  44720.

technology, including computers 
and tablets, Mary found joy in 
staying mentally active. Additionally,
she cherishes the simple pleasure 
of doing nothing!
Fond Memories from the Classroom:
Among the myriad of memories 
from her teaching career, Mary 
fondly recalls her time at Portage 
School. The sense of community 
and familial atmosphere made it 
a truly special place to work. The 
ongoing connections with former 
students and parents remain a 
cherished highlight of her career.
A Special Honor: Mary Jordan’s 
commitment to the classroom was 
formally recognized as she became 
part of the North Canton Alumni 
Association’s Hall of Distinction in 
2014. This recognition serves as a
testament to the lasting impact 
of her dedication and passion for 
education.

Alumni Spotlight -
Mary Jordan
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A New Way for You 
To Donate!
     The Alumni Association has 
added yet another method for 
collecting dues and donations from 
our members.  We are now able to 
accept these through PayPal!

     As a reminder, Yearly dues are 
$15 and Lifetime dues are $100.  
And we always welcome donations 
to our scholarship account.

     Donate now:  https://www.
paypal.com/donate/?hosted_but-
ton_id=F52CYN223T8MQ

(Or use the above QR Code!)

 (PayPal charges us, a non-profit, a 
service fee.  If you choose to cover 
that fee, we will be most apprecia-
tive!)

William A. DeGregorio Memorial Scholarship

Do you know of any North Canton Hoover graduating seniors with plans
to major in journalism or communications? Have them apply for this
scholarship!

http://www.northcantonalumni.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2022/12/Scholarship-DeGregorio-APPLICATION.pdf

James Phillip Holl Scholarship

Do you know of any North Canton Hoover graduating seniors who are 
planning on technical school, trade school, two-year university, or an 
apprenticeship?  Have them apply for this scholarship!

http://www.northcantonalumni.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2023/11/Scholarship-Holl-Trades.pdf

G. Kenneth Oberlin Eagle Scout Scholarship

Do you know of any North Canton Hoover graduating seniors who are 
Eagle Scouts? Have them apply for this scholarship!

 http://www.northcantonalumni.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2023/08/Scholarship-GKO-Eagle-FINAL.pdf

Are You or Is Someone You Know
In Need Of A Scholarship?
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Class of 1974 Reunion

Class of 1969 Reunion
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Class of 1967 Reunion

     The Alumni Association met with Scott Campbell, 
Director of Development and Special Projects, to 
discuss Phase II of North Canton City Schools 
facilities project.  In addition to a new middle school 
building to the south of the high school, the project 
will also include $7M in upgrades to the high school. 

     Criteria for classrooms, cafeteria, gym, and other 
spaces have been collected from school officials, and 
initial plans have been created.  Currently the school 
district and the general contractor are working 
through the specifics of which parts are economically 
feasible.

     With the middle school and high school located on 
the same parcel, traffic flow to and from the middle 
school/high school complex is being studied, with 
school buses and parent-drop-offs taking separate 
routes. 

     The expected completion of the construction and 
move to new middle school is August 2026.

     A $3.8M grant from the state for our career and 
technical education (CTE) was received, and will 
include a Welding program.  Renovations to over 
6000 square feet of existing space at the high school 
will include a welding lab, classroom area, restrooms, 
storage, and more.  Work is underway to accommodate 
this new program, slated to be ready for the 2025-
2026 school year.

The Latest on the District’s 
New Planned Middle School
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Recent Deaths

Do YOU have a news-worthy article or piece of interest that you would like to share with your fellow classmates
in our newsletter? If so, please drop us a line at: North Canton Alumni Association, P.O. Box 2534, North Canton,
OH 44720 OR contact us at www.northcantonalumni.org OR contact us by email: northcantonalumni @gmail.com.

Class of 1949	 -     Janice Carper Williams
		         Barbara Ann Basinger Wise

Class of 1957	 -     Mary Lou Nelius Miller

Class of 1958	 -     Ruth Ann Marker Condon

Class of 1961	 -     Sally Myers Willaman

Class of 1962	 -     Marsha Jacob Granchi

Class of 1965	 -     Dr. Mary Juersivich 
		        (also longtime teacher and principal)

Class of 1968	 -     Carolyn Peter Benedict
		         Thomas Clifford Greek

Class of 1969	 -     James Palmeri
		         Marilyn Rose Burgoon Porter 

Class of 1970 	 -     John C. “Dots” Danner

Class of 1971	 -     Madeline Macy Day (attended
		      Kindergarten through Freshman year)

Class of 1972	 -    Charles Hershey 
		        John Nimen “Sabu”

Class of 1977	 -     Rob Hill

Class of 1978	 -     Jim Sankey
		         Bob Sherlock

Class of 1981	 -     Scott Pepper

Gloria Logan - Hall of Distinction Inductee

Linda Ann Soffell Neff - Former English teacher and 
librarian at Hoover for 35 years


