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This is the 17th in a series of articles by local sports historian Jim Holl.
Joseph John Esmont (Joe)
Born: October 7, 1908, Youngstown, Ohio.
Died: August 17, 1958, North Canton, Ohio.
Joe Esmont was probably the most underrated coach ever to serve in North Canton High School.
Among the last of a dying breed, he coached both football and basketball when Ray Swope, a local
legend, moved to Greenville, Ohio in 1942. Often viewed as a war-time fill-in who benefited from
athletic talent developed before his arrival, Esmont never fully got the credit he deserved.
Perhaps Joe may have lacked charisma. His laconic, laid back coaching style may have played a
part. With his rumpled suits and trademark drab brown overcoat worn on chilly fall afternoons, he
didn’t fit the mold of a fiery, emotional coach ranting at players and officials alike.
After only a year in town, Esmont found himself as head coach when Swope departed and other
coaches were called up for World War II duty. He coached from 1942 to 1946 and was content to
step back into a lesser role when others returned after the war, teaching physical education classes
and helping other coaches in whatever ways he could. He became the school’s first athletic
director in 1946, a position he held until ill health forced his early retirement.
Following a standout sports career in basketball and football at Canton McKinley and later at
Ohio University, Esmont made a couple of coaching stops before arriving in North Canton in
1941. A year later he was thrust into the head coaching job.
His record speaks for itself. He is the only head coach at North Canton who never experienced a
losing season in football or basketball. From 1942 through 1945 his football teams won 26 games,
lost 11 and tied one. His 1944 team posted a 7-1-1 record, opening the year with six straight
shutouts and allowing a measly 20 points for the entire season. His basketball teams did even
better, winning 58 games and losing 11 for a .831 percentage. The 1942-43 team was undefeated
during the regular season, losing a heart-breaking 33-31 decision to Lorain in the Class A (large
school) district tournament. Many still say it was a team that could have won a state title if the
breaks had gone their way.
You can’t argue the facts. Joe Esmont was a winner from start to finish.
-------------------------------------------------------------NEWSLETTER GOING ONLINE !
It costs your Alumni Association several hundred dollars each time we publish a newsletter.
Now that we’ve established our own website, we plan to display the current newsletter on the
website and thereby reduce our expenses. We understand that there are those Alumni Association
members who do not have access to the Alumni Association web site. For those people who prefer
to still receive the newsletter by mail, please contact our President Jim
Strauch by phone at (330) 305-9122 or at NorthCantonAlumni@gmail.com.
Therefore, we’ll start this process following this Newsletter which is Vol.24Issue 2. So,
if you prefer your newsletter by mail, please contact Jim by June 1, 2016. Thanks.
We hope the money that we save will allow us to offer more scholarships to Hoover High School
students.

